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Featured letter by Bill Haff, Ojai
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The Ojai Valley has experienced a
series of encounters with powerful
outside forces in recent years. Each
time, local residents have discovered how little control they have
over public policies that directly affect their lives, and each example
has highlighted the real nature of
the relationship between large corporations and the public they supposedly serve.
The most recent example is the
fight over AT&T’s plan to erect a 65foot cell tower in a residential
neighborhood. As of this writing
AT&T appears to be succumbing to
massive public pressure and is
changing its plans, but such happy
outcomes are not always the norm.
Other recent cases include the
struggle to rid Ojai of the abusive
Golden State Water Company; attempts to halt previously undisclosed and potentially dangerous
oil industry drilling practices, at
least until oversight protocols can
be established; the fight over Southern California Edison’s unilateral
decision to install Smart Meters that
emit constant EM signals in the

“

”

that communities like Ojai can
rarely challenge.
“Personhood” has allowed corporations to successfully claim that
environmental regulations that hurt
profits are actually illegal “government takings” under the Fifth
Amendment. Corporations have
also fought off community control
over things like cell towers by arguing these controls are a violation of
corporate 14th Amendment “equal
protection” civil rights.
Readers are invited to learn more
at the numerous websites hosted by
groups working on this issue, and to
consider joining the growing movement to amend the Constitution
and reverse the corporate influence
that has been increasing in this
country for over 100 years. No other
single reform among the many
available to the activist-minded has
the potential to eliminate more
problems.
I am representing the Ojai Valley
Chapter of Move To Amend (see
www.movetoamend.org for more
information).
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Help Ojai Valley
be prepared
STEVE FRANK, OJAI

All of us who live this
beautiful valley will
have to answer the following questions
sooner or later. What
will you and the Ojai
community do when
the shaking stops, the
floodwaters recede or
the smoke clears from
the wildfire? How you
answer those questions and how well we
are prepared will affect
the outcome of how
well you and your family survive.
On Saturday, April 5,
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.,
the Rotary Club of Ojai
West is sponsoring an
Emergency Supply
Drop-off at the Rotary
Community Park at the
“Y.” These supplies will
be used for the Citizen
Emergency Response
Teams (CERT) to assist
their neighbors.
We have seen over
and over on a national
basis, the results of
communities not
being prepared or relying too much on government services to
take immediate care of
them after a major dis-

aster. There simply will
not be enough to go
around. That is why
CERT teams are so
very important.
Let’s all work together to survive a catastrophic event that no
doubt will come. You
can call 646-1740 to
get more information
and find out what
items are needed.
Stop by Rotary Community Park on April 5
with your donation,
and we will treat you to
a fresh grilled hot dog!

This issue will
give me no rest
GIGI KAUR, OJAI

This is directed to the
so-called “men” of this
town who seem to
have a handicap of not
being able to read a
sign on the bathroom
door which says
“Women.” Every time I
go to a public rest
room lately, including
in the library, I find a
man leaving the
women’s room! They
often leave the seat up
and don’t flush. This
has always been something I’ve appreciated
about having a
women’s rest room —

seats are down and
there are no puddles of
pee on the floor.
Jeez guys, learn
something about
boundaries and stick
to your own territory.
This is completely disrespectful. I hope the
women agree. Yuck!
And maybe the proprietors could be more
diligent about making
sure the guys can read
and respect a simple
sign on the door.

members who have
given their time, talent
and support over my
many happy years at
MJHS. Thank you all,
you will be missed.

What would
Scooby-Do do?
KENNETH SONNEK, OJAI

I grew up here in
Ojai, and love everything about the city —
so much so that I

moved back here from
a 12-year stay in Los
Angeles. I would like to
submit a thumbsdown to the pet owners who let their pets
defecate in the yard
next to Serendipity
Toys. It’s such a gorgeous area, and it’s
very sad that local residents cannot enjoy it.
There is absolutely
nowhere to sit in this
yard. It’s covered in
dog feces. I’m not sure

if this is a broader
problem in Ojai, this is
the one yard I’ve noticed. I do plan on
cleaning it up myself.
I would also like to
give a thumbs-down to
the city for not putting
up signs forbidding
this behavior, and potentially fining those
who disregard the potential law. They
should at least put a
few signs up around
the area!

A musical note
to say goodbye
DON ORSER, OJAI

My name is Don
Orser, and I have been
the music director at
Matilija Junior High
School for the past 14
years. I have taken a
job teaching strings in
Texas and will be leaving the school at the
end of March.
I wanted to take a
moment to thank all
the people and businesses in the Ojai Valley who have
supported the music
program during my
time here in Ojai. I
have met many wonderful parents, students and community

thumbs up, thumbs down
• A reader sends a big thumbs-up to Karen in the Ojai Valley
Community Hospital lab for all her care and expertise and
going out of her way to help patients.
• A reader sends a thumbs-down to City Council members
who don’t put fire sprinklers in their own homes but insist they
be put in second units possibly eliminating low-cost housing.
• A reader sends a thumbs-up to the staff at Ojai Café Emporium, both the bakery and restaurant, and Tom Farmer, for
helping a found camera find its way back to its owner!
• A reader sends a thumbs-down to people being unkind to
the animals on the corner by Matilija Junior High School. I've
seen kids and adults being abusive there.
• A reader sends a thumbs-up to the Ojai Lumber Company
for their donation of wire fencing to the Ojai Valley of the Moon
Community Garden's Senior Lunch Program garden.

Submit online at thumbs@ojaivalleynews.com
We reserve the right to publish submitted thumbs up or down as letters to the editor.
Submissions that are "advertorials" disguised as legitimate opinions, or those negatively
targeting individuals or businesses by name will not be published.
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• Keep it local. Letters about issues impacting the Ojai Valley receive priority.
• Don’t get personal. Stick to the issues.
• Keep it short (350 words is ideal).
• Include your phone number for verification (not publication).
• E-mail to letters@ojaivalleynews.com, fax to 646-4281 or mail to P.O. Box 277, Ojai, CA 93024.
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